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vernacular. - The more the lesson in English is a lesson
in English arid not in a vernacular, the quicker will be
the pupil's progress. The old translation method of
Interpreting (and re-interpreting) the foreign words
erred by introducing the vernacular unnecessarily ; often
there was more vernacular than English in the English
lesson. Part of time the- pupil was scarcely learning
English at all. In a word, the more English you can get into
a lesson in English without sacrificing intelligibility the better.
There is a special psychological factor of importance
also. The more English the atmosphere of the lesson
the more readily the pupil enters an English universe of
thought. We all know the story of the pupil who, when
asked during an Arithmetic lesson where Rome was
situated, was unable to reply, but when he was told it
was a question in Geography gave the right answer
without hesitation. This is an extreme illustration of
the fact that the mind adjusts its ideas to the universe in
which it is working, and if It is working in one universe
-of ideas, finds it difficult to collect Ideas from another.
We may go further than this, and add that the more the
mind persists in a given universe (and the less the
attention is diverted to another) the more readily and
-abundantly do ideas from within that universe flock to
the mind. Witness the familiar process of warming to
one's work. If this be so, the pupil in the English
lesson, when it is practice in English that is being
undertaken, should dwell as much as practicable in the
universe of English, and not in the two universes of
English and the vernacular, when both languages will
be competing for his attention.
Many * direct method-' advocates rightly lay stress
<m the importance of inducing the pupil to think in
^English as soon and as much as possible. Thinking in
.English, whether the pupil utters what he thinks or not,
is true economy of teaching energy, in that the pupil,
apart from the presence or immediate direction of the
teacher, is engaged in silently practising and so impres-
sing the English he has learnt. This' accelerates his
language progress. Indeed, it is not till -we -.think in a
language that we really begin 'to go rapidly ahead- -Now
this thinking in English begins the sooner and becomes

